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Song Writing Workshop with 

Wild Carrot!  
 
Sixth grade students in GATE Art, 
Communications, Creativity and Music have the 
wonderful opportunity to work with Pam 
Temple and Spencer Funk, the musical group 
Ȱ×ÉÌÄ ÃÁÒÒÏÔȱȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ Á×ÁÒÄ-winning, Cincinnati-
based musicians, song-writers and performers 
will help students in each class create an original 
ÓÏÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ Ȱ×ÉÌÄ 
ÃÁÒÒÏÔȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÁÎÔÁÓÔÉÃ &ÒÅÅ &ÒÉÄÁÙȭÓ concert on 

March 18th at Finkelman Auditorium on the MUM (Miami University) campus.    

The themes of the songs vary according to the GATE class and all 
ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ '!4% ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÕÁÌ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ Ȱ2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓȱȢ   
Arts students will be focusing on color and how it relates to your 
feelings and mood.  We have discussed how other people and other 
cultures relate to colors differently and in order to reflect their 
feelings and their cultural traditions.  For example, in China the 
traditional wedding dress color is red and funerary attire is white 
verses white wedding dress and black funeral attire in the U.S. 
culture.  We also discussed why specific types of buildings, like 
schools or hospitals, are painted with pastel and cool colors; to 
encourage a relaxed atmosphere.  The students will wear various 
solid color t-shirts to reflect their mood the day of the performance. 
This is active learning at its best!   

Students have fun and use higher levels of thinking as they write 
their songs.  These musicians worked with the students, Feb. 25 
and March 11, to prepare for the concert and to give feedback about 
the song.  It was exciting to see (and hear!) how the lyrics and the 

music progressed each week!    As they collaborate, they develop 
self-awareness, control and concentration.  Let the creativity 
shine! 

GATE Leading the Way  

      Insights 
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Jalen is wearing Native 

American attire worn 

during the winter months. 

The Tree Has Fallen  

Cardinal, Cardinal 
Why are you so sad? 
What made you so mad? 
Why are you not glad? 

I am sad 
and a little bit mad 
because some man just took my home, 
my home sweet home. 
He cut down my tree 
and he did it with glee. 

Cardinal 
Oh, Cardinal! 
I know how to help you; 
)ȭÌÌ ÒÅÐÌÁÎÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÎÙ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÏÏȢ 

Thank you!  
3ÏÏÎ )ȭÌÌ have a new tree. 

Caleb Shepherd, Grade 5 

 

Ode to Nature 
I see the butterfly 
flying in the breeze 
I see the monkey in 
the trees 
When the bee stings your nose 
Bend down and smell the rose 
Nature is a very beautiful thing 
Especially when the nature bell rings 
When the flowers start to bloom  
The land runs out of room 
The birds really know how to sing 
Nature is a wonderful thing 
Nature has many colors 
But green is the king according to others 
Shayla Combs, Grade 5 

 

Modeling for the Past 

My 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΧ 
On February 11th, 2011 Mr. Addison asked, άIf I wanted to be a 
model for a presentation he was going to give to all GATE 6th 
gradersέ. I did not know what I was modeling for, but Mrs. 
Ortega convinced me and I could not say no, so I accepted.  It 
was funny at first, but then it got embarrassing.  I knew it was 
about culture, so I pulled myself together.  

¢ƘŜ /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ CŀŎǘǎΧ 
I was modeling for the past cultural aspects for Native 
Americans. Mr. Addison had shared with other classes in the 
past and he made weapons and clothing Native Americans wore.  
He did some research and went to the areas where this culture 
lived to get a better perspective and learn more from them. 
It is amazing to know that they did not have any protection 
against weather, so they used the best protection they could; fur 
from animals they haunted. In nature, when they caught 
animals, they thought that the spirits would be angry if they did 

not use every single thing from them; so they did. The Native 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ƳƻŘŜƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
aǊΦ !ŘŘƛǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ   -Jalen Million 
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Mr. Addison shares his knowledge 
about Native Americans. 

Unpacking the Grocery Bag- Looking at Ourselves and Others 

Itõs about trying new thingséThe tastes and sights at La Raza Restaurant/Store 

Molly Burton thanks the guest 
speaker from Vietnam. 
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INDIA: HOW GREAT YOU ARE! 

During the month of January, the Communications classes had a guest speaker from India. 
{ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ D!¢9Ωǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ {ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ 
with her son, wearing one of the traditional outfits for special celebrations like weddings; a 
friend dressed with a typical dress of their culture and brought some food to share the flavor 
of her culture. 

Fourth grade students had a great time looking at the pictures she brought related to her 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ǘŜƳǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ LƴŘƛŀƴΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŦƻrmation 
about location of her country, weather, traditions and ways of celebrating, beliefs, clothing, 
food, educational system and family traditions among others. These are some comments 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘΥ 

The food that she brought in, I thought was 
ƎƻƻŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ 
rice, cream, milk, and sugar. There was a 
kind of spice named Curry that she 
mentioned she said that they put on almost 
everything they eat. When you go to an 
Indian restaurant they ask you on a scale 
from one to ten on how spicy you want it.   
-Chris Stallworth 

I liked her information about traditions. In 
India when they go to a temple they wash 
their feet and have to wear a scarf over 
their heads. She also talked about 
marriage. When you get married girls have 
to wear a bindi. A bindi is something a girl 
puts on their forehead for fashion or if they 
got married. Another thing is if you want to 
Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŘŀŘ ǿƛƭƭ go and find 
someone for you.  -Craig Allen 

I learned about the Golden Temple. The 
Golden Temple is a church made entirely 
out of gold. Before entering the Golden 
Temple you have to wash your feet and 
hands and you have to wear a scarf over 

your head or something that covers your 
ƘŜŀŘΤ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŜŀǊ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ L ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ 
that water surrounds the temple.   -Alyssa 
Till 

I enjoyed her talking about tradition. I 
never knew weddings in India took a whole 
week! Also I thought only Hindus wore 
Bindi.  -Grant Ashworth   

My favorite part was when we got rice 
pudding. A friend and I agreed it tasted 
bad and good at the same time. She also 
spoke of curry, a seasoning put in 
everything. I think it was good she could 
talk to us about her traditions for us to 
learn and understand other cultures.  -Kalil 
Myers 

I enjoyed the presentation about India 
especially the thing that girls wear on their 
foreheads. I think it is pretty. If people in 
our country wore those they make it have a 
pierce in your forehead and it would HURT! 
I think that piece of jewelry is cool, 
reasonable to have as tradition, and pretty. 
I really liked to learn about that!  -Nicolas 
Simpson 
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Author Projects for 5th graders 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ LǘΩǎ like traveling while staying in 
ƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎƪƛƭƭ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΦ 

Reading makes us a lot smarter; it tells us almost anything 
you would want to know.  

Fifth grade Communication students had to work on an 
author project; we had to read three books by the same 
author. We had to pick one author that was appropriate 
and we had to choose a good sized book, not like a little 
ƪƛŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƭƻƴƎ L 
would think. We had to make a biography, three book 
reports, one for each book, dress up like the author or the 
main character, and read our report in front of the class. 
We had to summarize the three stories and we had to make 
a cultural page. A cultural page is a page that tells about the 

ōƻƻƪǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ 
language, and festivals were.   

  We had to research about our authors past like 
marriage, kids, education, and hobbies.   Our report had 

to be at least eight pages long and with our three approaches like quizzes, games, and 
posters. Also we had to be creative to get a higher score to meet the criteria. In order to get 
all this we had to be unique, neat, and colorful. Another thing is we had to make our report a 
little interesting by being passionate when reading aloud, look at the audience, and had good 
vocal skills. We had to stand up straight and talk slowly and clearly so they can understand 
what we were saying. It was a very important assignment to do.  -Aimee Squire 

 
Podcasting 

We are learning about Podcasts.  We are 
actually making our own!  Podcasts are a 
way to share. They can be either audio or 
audio with images or video. Podcast can be 
about anything. One might be about a big 
sports event or another could be about the 
making of a movie. They can even be made 
by anyone - even little kids learning to 
count. Most are very interesting. 

At GATE we will make our Podcasts with 
GarageBand (by Apple).  Before we started 
we watched some sample on iTunes.   (You 

can also make or find Podcasts in other 
places.)  This was easy and they are free! 

Podcasts can be used by anyone. Well, 
anyone who has an internet connected 
άǘƻƻƭέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 
specific type of job, favorite sport or topic 
that limits what you could find.  You should 
go to iTunes and check it out now!   --
Madelaine Fisher 

 
  

Aimee Squire dressed as one of 
the main characters of her 
ÂÏÏËÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÁÕÔÈÏÒȭÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ 
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A Day at GATE 

 At GATE, we do more than just play 
around. We work hard, play hard and do a 
lot!  Some people think we can do 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜǊŜΦ ²9 /!bΩ¢Φ  
If you were to look at our daily schedule, 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ ²Ŝ 
just organized our work, box and binders 
preparing for mid-year progress reports 
and student-led parent conferences.  As I 
looked at all my stuff I reflected on the 
activities and work we have done in just 15 
GATE days.  I have done a lot.  My box and 
binder are already very full! 

Our Schedule 

When we are at GATE we follow a daily 
schedule. We come in and order our lunch, 
eat breakfast and complete the morning 
work. When we are finished with that, we 
have a little bit of time to finish other work 
ƭŜŦǘ ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  ό¢ƘŀǘΩs what I 
am doing right now J.)  After morning 
activities and share, we usually have some 
kind of math lesson.  Sometimes we work 
in small groups or individually and other 
times it is the whole class working 
together.   Then we go to Mind Matters. 
This is our GATE special class.  It is a mix of 
thinking activities and art. Sometimes we 
do other things. After Mind Matters, we go 
back to the room and finish our work and 
get ready for enrichment rotations. Our 
rotations are Spanish/Cultures or 
Tech/Thinking.   After rotations, we go to 
recess and lunch.  In the afternoon, after 
lunch we usually do our science and theme 
activities.  At the end of the day we do a 
log.  This is where we record what we have 
done and then add a few reflections or 
personal comments.  Two times a month 

we have early dismissal and we leave one 
hour early (1:45).   -Jacob Blevins  

 

Family Support 

My family supports me a lot in GATE. My 
dad or grandma goes with me on all of our 
trips.  My grandma helps me with all of my 
projects. My animal project was about 
Great White Sharks and she helped me 
make a brochure. They also take me to my 
events, like dancing like a star. 
My dad goes on most of my field trips, but 
ƛŦ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳŀ ǿƛƭƭ 
go with me. My dad went on the Camp 
Campbell Gard and the Newport Aquarium 
field trips.  My grandma went on our trip 
to the Middletown Public Library and 
Pioneer Cemetery, La Raza, and the 
Underground Rail Road Freedom Center 
trip. My family supports me a lot.        
-Kaitlynn Farno 

 

Student-Led GATE Conferences 

My name is Scott Dykes.  I am a 4th grade 
student in GATE Math/Science.  My day 
started off with me being very nervous.  
Today was the day I was going to have my 
first GATE Conference!  My mom and I 
hopped into the car and drove to GATE. I 
showed my mom where my GATE class 
was and Ms.Wood was waiting for us.  
Ms.Wood had a PowerPoint slideshow that 
helped me organize my thoughts.  I tried to 
act normal, but I think my mom knew I was 
nervous. I went through and showed her 
my favorites of everything we do at GATE.  
Then Ms.Wood came over and we all 
discuss our class goals and my individual 
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work and progress. After I was done my 
mom drove me back to school.  I felt kind 
ƻŦ ǎǘǳǇƛŘ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎΦ  bŜȄǘ ǘƛƳŜΧΦ 
will be much easier!  - Scott Dykes 

GarageBand 

When you go to GarageBand (GB for short) 
you can make your own music or songs. 
LΩƳ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƴŜǿōƛŜ ŀǘ DŀǊŀƎŜ.ŀƴŘΣ 
but I know enough to get me pretty far. 
Most people I know, know how to use this 
musical application very well. With this app 
you can sing, play piano or guitar, and set 
up a complete musical background for 
your song. In GB you have tracks or cycles 
of music. You can add an unlimited 
number of tracks and you can delete them 
ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
like it. To me GB is for both kids and adults.  
In GATE we have a lot of fun with this 
application. GB is more of an individual 
activity to learn and have fun with.  I have 
fun with Garage Band and I hope you do 
too. Oh - before I forget you can use GB for 
other computers not just Apple computers.  
ς Sandy Singh 

CHOICE TIME 

At GATE we have a lot of work to do, but 
after that work is finished and checked; we 
get to have Choice time.   During choice we 
Ŏŀƴ Řƻ άŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
room.  The top pick, I say, of choice time is 
playing games on the computer. Here are 
some things that I usually do GarageBand, 

Whizz Ball, Extra Work, Photo Booth, and 
/ƘŜǎǎΧ{ƻΣ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ 
Facebook or on a game that has violence 
or weapons. 

aǎΦ ²ƻƻŘ ƎŜǘǎ άƳŀŘέ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ 
time it free time, but choice time and free 
time is actually the same thing  

-. -Sean Ramsey 

Website Review ς Funbrain.com 

  Funbrian is a GREAT educational website. 
You can play fun learning games, read 
comics and ebooks, play classical games, 
and make wacky Mad Libs! Many of the 
activities and games can help you improve 
your math and reading skills. 
The website is a lot of fun! The comics are 
for entertainment. The stories teach life 
lessons and Mad Libs teaches grammar.  
Younger kids can learn a lot and this is 
entertaining for the older ones! 

One of my favorites would be Mad Libs. 
Another favorite game is Roly Poly Rodeo.  
This game teaches keyboard skills. My 
favorite comic is On the Rocks and my 
favorite is the first one in the series. My 
favorite book Dairy of a Wimpy Kid is a link 
on this site.  Lastly, there are two different 
arcades available on this site. Funbrain 
Arcade and Math Arcade both are worth 
checking out! Enjoy your time and play on 
the Funbrain site.   -Ben Slone   
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Well, here we 
are in the home 

stretch of the 
GATE school year.  

Not much time left 
and yet, still a lot to do!  We have two field 
trips in place to extend the classroom and 
to make connections from the classroom 
to the real world.  The first field trip was to 
the Dayton Art Institute, on March 4th, 
where the students will be examining and 
reflecting on the history, culture and art of 
Africa.  Back in the art room students will 
be collaboratively working together to 
create a performance or art exhibit to 
showcase what they have learned about 
Africa.  In April the students will attend an 
evening reception where they will present 
their exhibit along with other surrounding 

schools.  The next field trip will be two 
places in one on March 25th!  The first 
stop will be to Olde World Restoration.  
The students have been investigating 
different art careers and it is ideal to visit a 
place of business in the art field.  While at 
Olde World the students will see a variety 
of art works that will be under repair or 
preservation.  They will learn what type of 
experience or schooling is required and 
other important facts about the 
profession.  The second part of the trip will 
be to be Contemporary Arts Center where 
there are several exciting exhibits.  One of 
the primary exhibits that the students will 
be viewing is about motorcycles and the 
artwork on them and about the motorcycle 
culture, such as neon signs, leather and 
paint-jobs. 

 
Back in the classroom the students have been hard at work creating interesting pieces of 
artwork for their 3D Family Tree project.  Previously the students and their families mapped 
out their family trees on paper.  Once the students returned to school with their family tree 
they started work on designing their style of 
tree that they wanted to create.  Each 
student created his or her own version of a 
tree that would display a couple of 
generations.  Some trees were more literal 
while others created their own 
interpretation of a tree.  One student 
designed a tree that fit best with their 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘ 
the treetop to look like a soccer ball.  
Students created object charms, name 
initial plaques, hand-sewn patches and 
other objects in order to represent 
individual people in their family.  The students 
did a fantastic job at showing the personalities of each member of their family and the stories 
that went along with them were intriguing and inspiring. 
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The Newport Aquarium  

 
Before the Trip:  

The GATE Math/Science 4th, 5th, and 6th grade classes participated on a field trip to the 
Newport Aquarium. While there we participated in a class called Surrounded by Sharks. 
After the class we went on a self guided tour with our adult.  Before attending we took a 
PRE-TRIP ASSESSMENT (so Ms. Wood knows what we know before the trip)- UGH.   It 
took 1 hour to get to the aquarium.  Fun time!       

After the Trip : 

We got to touch SHARKS!   We had 15 adults and only 48 kids ɀ WOW.  First, we had the 
ÓÈÁÒËȭÓ class.  We had to listen to all the rules first.  We learned about touching the sharks 
and other aquarium stuff as we went thru the aquarium - FUN.   Then we got to learn a lot 
of cool things about sharks.  After the class we got to touch bones, skin, shark products, a 
few shark jaws, and then we got to touch the ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ biggest sharks tooth! 

After the class we ate lunch with our group and then we got to start the tour!  During the 
tour we saw penguins, sharks, MIGHTY MIKE (the ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ biggest alligator), Scooter and 
Sweet Pea (shark-rays), jellyfish, king crabs that looked like spiders, octopus, and we 
even got to feed birds in the rainforest area!    

We had a GREAT time at the aquarium!!        

Dade Hensley 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 
Organized/Collected by Tyler Bellis 
 
Á Did you know?...Chocolate is healthy!  Chocolate is a vegetable; Chocolate is derived 

from cocoa beans. Bean = vegetable. Sugar is derived from either sugar cane or sugar 
BEETS. Both of them are plants, in the vegetable category. Thus, chocolate is a 
vegetable. 

Á To go one step further, chocolate candy bars also contain milk, which is dairy.  So 
chocolate bars are a health food. Chocolate-covered raisins, cherries, orange slices 
and strawberries all count as fruit, so eat as many as you want. 

Á Did you know? The number of possible ways of playing the first four moves per side in 
a game of chess is 318,979,564,000. 

Á Did you know? On average, 100 people choke to death on ballpoint pens every year.   
Á 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΚ /ŀǘΩǎ ǳǊƛƴŜ D[h²{ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ƭƛƎƘǘΚ 
Á Did you know?  Some ribbon worms will eat themselves if they can't find any food. 
Á Did you know? The average chocolate bar has 8 insects' legs in it. 
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Greek Theatre At Its Best!   

GATE sixth graders in Creativity and Communications enjoyed the 
play Dis/Troy at the Aronoff Center in Cincinnati on Friday, 
February 18th.  This field trip reinforced concepts learned in class on 
cultures and on Greek mythology.  The play is based on The Iliad, 
which is the story of the siege of Troy by the Greeks, fought to 
return the beautiful queen Helen to Sparta.  The story is by the 
Greek poet Homer, who was believed to have lived about 850 B.C.  
There were four actors in the play who portrayed several different 
characters; both Greek gods and goddesses and the famous warriors 
Achilles and Hector.  The performance was engaging and very 

creative.  Actors changed costumes, voices and mannerisms as they took on the different 
roles.  There was comedy, tragedy, and in the end, the message that the costs of war are 
often too great.  

After the play, students had lunch at Grecian Delight, here in Middletown in the Greentree 
Plaza.  Everyone enjoyed gyros with a Greek salad or fries and baklava or spice cake for 
dessert.  It was delicious!  

 
Ode to Chicken Noodles 
 
Oh, chicken noodles, yoǳΩǊŜ ǿŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ȅǳƳƳȅΣ 
When I eat you, you go in my tummy.   
You smell good when Mom cooks you,  
You are my favorite food. 
 
You will never go to waste,  
Oh, how I love your taste. 
You taste very creamy,  
²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŜŀƳȅΦ 
 
I like to eat you every day,  
Before I go out to play. 
My favorite food in the world you are,  
After I eat you the day starts. 
 
-McKenzie Bowling, Grade 4 
 
 

Ode to Blue 
 
You beautiful color, you always make me smile 
Even if I have not been happy in a while 
You always cheer me 
You make me feel free 
 
You look so cute on my clothes 
You also look cute on my bows 
You look so cool 
You are the color of a swimming pool 
 
You are the color of the ocean 
You make me feel a lot of emotions 
You make me feel relaxed on a test 
I think you are the best 
 
-Julia Kovach, Grade 4 
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Are the Stars Out Tonight?  
(Try spotting Orion to the south this time of year!)  

Creativity students have been focusing on astronomy ɀ the science of studying 
everything out in space ɀ with the mythology associated with the constellations and 
planets.  Each grade level is creating a tech project about a planet, star, constellation 
or galaxy of interest to them.  Through Power Point (4th), Podcast (5th) or iMovie 
(6th) they will present research about their astronomical object including what it is, 
where it is located, when and how it can be seen in the night sky, and a myth or 
story about it.  Students will share their projects with their classmates.  As an 
extension of this area of study, Creativity and Math/Science 4th and 5th graders will 
visit the Cincinnati Observatory.  Dean Regas, Outreach Astronomer, will provide an 
introduction to astronomy for the students, along with daytime viewing of the sun 
(with special filters) using the observatory telescope (weather permitting).  
Students will also learn why Cincinnati is considered the birthplace of U.S. 
astronomy.  To learn more, here is a link to the observatory and to a neat 
planetarium for your computer: 
 
http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org/  
 
http://www.stellarium.org  

http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org/
http://www.stellarium.org/
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The GATE Music class is hard at work 
ÏÎ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Á 
-ÕÓÉÃÁÌ ,ÉÆÅȢȱ  #ÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ 

developing the experiences of an 
ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÒÙ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ 

of various pieces of music.  As winter 
progresses into spring, they will dramatize 

that ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ Á ÓÔÏÒÙ 
that weaves the pieces of music together.  

Pieces the class is currently learning/studying are 
ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ Ó×ÉÎÇ ÔÕÎÅ Ȱ2ÏÕÔÅ φφȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
ÍÏÄÅÒÎ Ȱ"ÉÒÄÌÁÎÄȢȱ  Ȱ4ÉÇÅÒ 2ÁÇȱ ÉÓ Á ÒÁÇÔÉÍÅ ÔÕÎÅ 
for recorders, Orff instruments, temple blocks, and 
slide whistle that sounds very much like a calliope 
ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÔ Á ÃÁÒÎÉÖÁÌȢ  4ÈÅ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ Ȱ3ÕÍÍÅÒÔÉÍÅȱ 
is a complex undertaking involving vocals, recorders, and 
/ÒÆÆ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ Ȱ$Ï×Î "Ù 4ÈÅ 
2ÉÖÅÒÓÉÄÅȱ És still being developed.  The 4-part vocal 
ÈÁÒÍÏÎÙ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ *ÁÍÁÉÃÁÎ ÓÏÎÇ Ȱ4ÕÒÎ 4ÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄ 
!ÒÏÕÎÄȱ ÉÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÉÎÔȠ ÓÏÏÎ ×Å 
will be able to add percussion parts as well!    

In addition to preparing all of this existing music, the 
class is also writing an original song of its own!  We will 
continue the writing process through the next few weeks.   
In the songwriting project, the students have done a good 

deal of work in small group 
settings rather than as a 

full class.  Grouping them 
in this way provides 
them a chance to 
listen to the thoughts 
and ideas of others and to build on those ideas 
to create even more interesting products.  In 
small groups, students each have 

responsibilities to fulfill; these include facilitating 
ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȟ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÄÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ ÉÄÅÁÓȟ ÁÎÄ 

ÒÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐȭÓ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÃÌÁÓÓȢ 

4ÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅ Ȱ2ÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ! -ÕÓÉÃÁÌ ,ÉÆÅȱ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ 
will be presented in segments at the annual GATE 
Gala on May 5 at Mayfield. 
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Mind Matter Enrichment 
All GATE students attend the Mind 
Matters class once a week.  The class 
provides enrichment activities such as 
self-portraits, creating mazes, making 
bookmarks, doing brain teasers, creative 
writing, science challenges, puzzles and 
more. The lessons taught during Mind 
Matters supplement each area of 
concentration in the GATE program.  
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ- origami, mime, 
drawing, and myth drawings?  

 

 

 

Mind Matters 
 

   First of all in Mind Matters Ms. Birch 
teaches us all kinds of cool crafts.  We 
also solve all kinds of hard puzzles such 
ŀǎ ƳŀȊŜǎΣ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ϧ ǿƻǊd 
winks.  I like Ms. Birch, the Mind 
Matters teacher, because she 
acknowledges our work.  She lets us 
free draw, which is very fun. Ms. Birch 
also lets us talk to our friends and ask 
them their opinion of our work.  Mind 
Matters is just one of the fun things in 
GATE.    - Zach Banks  
 

So Long, FarewelléLeaving GATE 

Sadly for 6th grade students this is our last year of GATE. We all have had a great time. A 
lot of us have been here since 4th grade.  
We got to do things like work on the computer, create projects, learn how to use 
different programs like PowerPoint, IMovie, GarageBand, Podcasting to present our 
reports, and learn Spanish.  

We got to make new friends and see our old friends. Our GATE Class is like a family. We 
will all miss each other since we are so close. There are a lot of things we got to do 
during our time here at GATE.  

GATE is better than regular school to a lot of kids at GATE because we get to do things 
other than just reading out of a textbook and doing worksheets. We are able to show 
how creative we can be using our minds and imagination. All of us are unique but alike 
and we get to show that in GATE. We will all miss GATE.   -Julia Weiland-Grade 6 

 

You are invited to the GATE Information Meeting 
Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mayfield Elementary 
3325 Burbank Street 
6:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
  

Join us for an evening ofé 
Á Conversations 
Á Performances 
Á Student demonstrations 
Á Q & A 
Á Serving Grades 3, 4 and 5 

For additional information 513-423-0781 
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Middletown City 
Schools 

1515 Girard Ave. 
Middletown, OH 45044 

 
 

Board of Education 
Marcia Andrew, President 
John Sauter, Vice President 

Chris Fiora 
 Katie McNeil 

Rev. Gregory Tyus 
 
 

Superintendent 
Greg Rasmussen 

 
Senior Director for the 

Department of Learning 
Betsy Carter 

 
GATE Coordinator 

Carolyn Mack 
 

GATE Staff 
William Addison 

Cheryl Ames 
Libby Birch 
Leslie Hicks 

Karen Kennedy 
Dani Ortega 
Laurie Wood 

 

Mayfield Elementary 
Marla Marsh, Principal 

Andrea Laswell, Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming GATE Events 

March 18 Wild Carrot 
GATE performs at Miami University 

March 22-23 Observatory Field Trip (4th & 5th)  

March 24 COSI Field Trip (6th grade ) 

April 14 Coffee House 
Mayfield Elementary School 

6:30 pm 
(Open House for New GATE Applicants) 

May 2-4 Zoo Field Trip (4th Grade) 

May 4 Celebration of Learning Activities 
Grade 4 

May 5 GATE Gala: Celebration of Learning 

May 6 Celebration of Learning Activities 
Art, Music, and Grade 6 

May 11 Celebration of Learning Activities 
Grade 5 

March 21-April 29             GATE NOMINATIONS 

The Gifted program is now accepting nominations for the 
Gifted and Talented Enrichment (GATE) Program.   

This program is designed for students in grades 3, 4, and 5 who 
show exceptional promise in Communications, Math/Science, 
Creativity, Music and Art.  

The screening process for students nominated in 
Communications, Math/Science, or Creativity will include a 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘŜǎǘ ǎŎƻǊŜǎΣ 
and a teacher evaluation. Students, grades 4, 5 and 6, 
nominated for Art or Music will be required to audition.   

For a student to be considered for this program, he/she 
must be nominated.  If you feel that your child shows 
promise in one of these areas, please complete the 
ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳκǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
school on or before April 29, 2011.   


